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Letters to the Seven Ecclesias in Revelation 

I would like us to look at the book of Revelation by way of exhortation so that we might be built up in 
these last days. The book is a sevenfold structure, Seven Churches, Seven Seals, Seven Trumpets, 
Seven Plagues and as a result of all these events, human civilization falls into the hands of Jesus 
Christ and his followers. Revelation is a book of sign that was sent to John while he was exiled on the 
Isle of Patmos. It would remind those who walk in the light of its teaching, that they will be blessed. 
So for our exhortation, we are just going to look at some of the messages to the seven ecclesias. 
Each contains a message for us and each ecclesia was assessed by Jesus for their works and their 
failings. Then he was to give them a warning and finally a promise to all those who “overcame”. 

As we read them we should think of our own position, what would Jesus say about us. How would he 
assess the lives we lead? What warning would he give us? What hope lies before us? 

Ephesus is the first one we are introduced to and they are told some very favourable things in 
Revelation 2:1-7(AV). It was a working ecclesia, a separated ecclesia, a pure ecclesia, an enduring 
ecclesia, a fighting ecclesia. But there were faults v4: “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee 
because thou hast left thy first love”. Christ desired not merely their labour, but their love. Notice 
that the brethren in Ephesus had not forsaken the object of that love, for they did what they did, “for 
my (Jesus) name’s sake” (v3). But their original enthusiasm, that spark of keenness in the work of the 
truth had become mundane. Their wearisome labour was performed as an end in itself, and not as a 
pleasurable love gift to Christ. Israel had manifest similar loss of original love, back in Jeremiah 2. 

Forty miles north of Ephesus, Smyrna was an influential city and a place of some importance. The 
record shows this ecclesia to have been (Revelation 2:8-11) an active ecclesia, a poor ecclesia rich in 
faith, a maligned ecclesia, a persecuted ecclesia. They knew the bitterness of active persecution v9: 
“I know thy works, and tribulation and poverty (but thou art rich)”. They are told to fear none of the 
things that they were to suffer. If you follow their history it seems a period of intense persecution 
broke out against the Christians during the years 110 to 120AD, under the direction of the Emperor 
Trajan. He tried to stamp out the growing Christian communities and ordered his officers to repress 
them with every severity, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life” (v10). 
Christ himself was a guarantee of such a reward who we remember today, who through death 
obtained the crown of life. 

The city of Pergamos developed the use of writing material and excelled in its manufacture when 
Egypt cut off the supply of papyrus. It was full of Idol’s temples. The message reveals it to be a 
determined ecclesia, an embattled ecclesia, an endangered ecclesia. This ecclesia was a 
compromising one and the challenge came in Revelation 2:17: “He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the spirit saith unto the churches. To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give him a white stone and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth 
saving he that received it”. 

The positives were there for those who would listen. A white stone was also a symbol for victory in 
the Grecian games, and here in Revelation the white stone represents a victory and acquittal at the 
judgement seat. At baptism we are baptised into Christ and then endeavour to walk on that path 
that will lead us to everlasting life in God’s Kingdom. But whether we are successful can only be 
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revealed at the Judgement seat when, God willing, we will be given the “White Stone” of acquittal 
and victory. 

The ecclesia at Thyatira and its formation are revealed to us in Acts 16. Paul at Philippi met Lydia 
who was from Thyatira and perceiving that she was a devout woman, spoke to her about the truth. 
Shortly afterwards she was baptised. Unfortunately, the ecclesia was split into two parts, the one 
being characterised by more abundant love, service, faith and endurance, while the other was 
characterised by the idolatrous, showy and murderous wife of Ahab: “that woman Jezebel” 
(Revelation 2:20), who slew the prophets of God. Pagan religions flourished in the ancient city, and 
their days of celebration were quite famous. We see in this a lesson for us. This ecclesia suffered 
“that woman Jezebel”. She was the daughter of a king and therefore of high social standing. She 
possessed tremendous ability, outstanding intellect. She was an idolater, a dominating wife and was, 
as was shown in the incident with Naboth, a treacherous schemer. Because of this she suffered a 
terrible fate and died a nasty death. We must build into our lives the characteristics of the Lord if we 
desire to find approval. 

Sardis is the ecclesia that I think about a lot. Revelation Chapter 3:1, 2:  

“And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write: These things saith he that hath the seven spirits of 
God, and the seven stars, I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. Be 
watchful and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die. For I have not found thy 
works perfect before God.” 

 So here was a meeting that was living a lie, they had a name that was living but were dead. Of all 
these ecclesias that we have considered, even the worst of them had a few faithful in them and 
there were a few in this ecclesia at Sardis that had not defiled their garments and to these was the 
promise given that:”... they shall walk with me in white for they are worthy” (v4). 

Philadelphia was a faithful meeting they had little strength and had: “kept my word, and had not 
denied my name” (Revelation 3:8) and were told: “Behold I come quickly! Hold that fast which thou 
hast, that no man take thy crown” (v11). 

The last of our seven was Laodicea and was told it was neither hot nor cold. They said of themselves 
that they had need of nothing. But they didn’t realise that they were wretched, miserable, poor, 
blind and naked. 

Laodicea was about 100 miles along the great Eastern trade route from Ephesus. Before it was 
incorporated into the Roman Empire it was vulnerable to attack because of its reliance on a water 
supply brought by an aqueduct from springs several miles away. The springs were hot springs, but 
the aqueduct meant that the water was always lukewarm. The city was rich and had need of 
nothing. Both cold and hot drinks are refreshing but lukewarm ones are nauseating. The Laodicean 
brethren were lukewarm and such an attitude is an insult to the Lord. Because of their insipid and 
sickening attitude, they were to be “spued” (Revelation 3:16) out of the mouth unless there was a 
change in their attitude. Instead of using this wealth to serve God better, they used it to indulge 
themselves. They placed more emphasis upon material possessions to the exclusion of spiritual 
virtues. They were blind to their true state. The spiritual blindness of brethren was their real sin. 
With all their fine possessions they did not realise they were miserable poor, blind and naked in the 
eyes of the Lord Jesus Christ. Interestingly they were famous for an eye ointment they had produced 
locally which was supposed to have healing properties, and so they are told v18 to: “anoint thine 
eyes with eye salve that thou mayest see”! 

We have come to remember Jesus who says to those in Laodicea: “To him that overcometh will I 
grant to sit with me in my throne” (v21). The exhortation to us is that we will do likewise if we heed 
what Jesus says to the ecclesias. 
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