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Simon Son of Jonas 

“Simon, son of Jonas lovest thou me?” (John 21:17 AV). How harsh these words would have sounded 
to the apostle Peter. Yet, like us, Peter had to learn true discipleship through chastisement. At times, 
he had the right attitude and answer. Remember how John records in John 6:66: “From that time 
many of his disciples went back and walked no more with him”, after Jesus had said how they must 
eat his flesh and drink his blood? Yet it was Peter who would boldly declare: “Lord to whom shall we 
go? thou hast the words of eternal life”. 

Here we find an enthusiastic young man, so keen to stand up for his friend and master Jesus and yet 
willing to deny him at the trial and crucifiction when Jesus was so much in need of his support. 
Enthusiasm, denial and now self doubt is added to his pain as Jesus questions his commitment in 
front of the disciples. 

Perhaps we can be like that at times. There is that initial enthusiasm at our baptism and in the weeks 
and months that follow. When things are going well we are able to take things in so much more 
easily; perhaps a good exhortation or study. Our minds are so much more receptive and willing to 
dwell on spiritual things. But what about when we are preoccupied with the worries of this world: 
when ill health strikes, when we experience family problems such as ill relatives or children at that 
difficult age when everything seems boring to them apart from the distractions of this world.  

Then there is our own denial and self doubt; am I really good enough to be in God’s kingdom, when 
once again the opportunity to witness of the hope that we have, has been missed. 

But as we begin to read Peter’s epistles we see a different man. Here is a man who has known the 
harsh reality of rebuke by the Lord Jesus himself, but had come through it. Certainly we see a more 
physically mature man; Peter probably in his 50’s by now. But here is a more mature man, spiritually. 

It appears from the final chapter of Peter’s first epistle that he is writing from Babylon to: “...the 
strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia” (1 Peter 1:1), five 
Roman Provinces in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey). And when we look at these initial verses of 
chapter 1, Peter could be writing to us: “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father”. 

What an incredible verse! Peter is saying that when God made the decision to create the world in 
order to bring out a people who would love and worship Him, He knew who those people would be. 
God knows the end from the beginning, He knows who will and won’t respond to salvation through 
His Son and He knows it from the very beginning! That should make us feel so humble, yet so 
privileged, that out of all the billions of people down the ages, God has chosen you and me. God saw 
in each one of us someone He could work with, someone who would respond when he called, 
someone who would be willing to turn their back on this world and dare to be different. 

Peter also reminds us of the life changing decision we made at our baptism when he says: “Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3). So we 
have not only been reborn to a lively or living hope but also we have been promised a rebirth, a 
coming alive again, because Jesus was resurrected; “To an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:4, 5). What encouraging words.  
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Back in John 21:18, 19 Jesus, having questioned Peter’s commitment, then went on to say; “When 
though wast young thou girdest thyself and walkest whither though wouldest: but when thou shalt 
be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands and another shall gird thee and carry thee whither thou 
wouldest not. This spake he (Jesus) signifying by what death he (Peter) should glorify God”. 

Jesus was telling Peter he would die an excruciating death by crucifixion, yet Peter never allowed this 
to affect his enthusiasm for the things he believed. No matter what this life held in store for Peter he 
would maintain that abiding hope that he repeats in this first epistle, that he had an inheritance of 
which he was sure and certain of. 

As we continue to read this first epistle we are left in no doubt that the ecclesias were beginning to 
experience persecution. This was going to be a trying time for those who had accepted the teaching 
of the Gospel message. Could they endure it? 

Peter begins with this warning in 1 Peter 1:7: “...the trial of your faith being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” Has our faith been tried in the fire? Some reading this might 
well have been severely afflicted and tried and yet many of us in the Western world might never 
have experienced the threat of death through hunger, thirst or warfare. But there are other, more 
subtle ways that our faith can be tried and Peter knows them all. Just see what he says in. 1 Peter 
4:1, 2: 

“Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourself likewise with the same mind: 
for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; that he no longer should live the rest of his 
time in the flesh to the lust of men, but to the will of God...when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, 
excess of wine, revellings, banqueting and abominable idolatries”. 

It can be so easy to accept the behaviour of those in the world around us and go along with it and it 
appears this was just as true in Peter’s day as it is in our own. But God’s ways are constant and 
unchanging. The importance of separateness is a theme that runs throughout scripture. Israel had to 
be sanctified, separate from the nations round about them in both behaviour and worship. The 
worship of gentile gods along with their immoral practices were abhorrent in the eyes of God. In the 
same way there can be no place in our lives for anything that separates us from the true God in 
heaven, the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Again, see how Peter warns them of the impending turmoil of AD70; 1 Peter 4:7: “But the end of all 
things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer”. How apt that is for us today as we 
see the day of our redemption approaching. 

Peter’s concluding remarks in this epistle centre around respect. As elders, he says, feed the flock, 
don’t take advantage of the sheep, but be examples to them. You young, he says: “submit yourselves 
unto the elder...be clothed with humility” (1 Peter 5:5). 

The importance of respect one for another was apparent at the last supper when Jesus greeted his 
disciples and washed their feet saying: “if I then your Lord and master have washed your feet; ye also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done 
to you” (John 13:14, 15). Peter reflected this commandment in the closing verses of his first epistle 
and it is something we should focus our thought on as we come to remember our Lord and Master in 
bread and wine. Jesus submitted himself to a death that was indescribably cruel and painful so that 
you and I might be given the hope of everlasting life in the coming kingdom. 
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