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JUDE 

The introduction that Jude gives us is that of a brother who is working on one project; a letter 
regarding: “the common salvation” (Jude v3), but is so concerned by what he hears, that he drops 
what he was intending and personally wanting to do, so that he can address the need that exists. 

It is often pointed out that we have no record whatsoever of this letter of “the common salvation” 
but we do have this work of just 25 verses which the Father has caused to be preserved, to help our 
spiritual growth. 

In v3 we read: “...it was needful for me’ (Phillips translates this as ‘compelled to make my letter to 
you an earnest appeal’). Because of his love for those to whom he was writing, Jude felt that he had 
no option but to take this action. See how he refers to them as “beloved of God” (v3) and “beloved” 
(v17, 20) reflecting both his and God’s relationship with them. 

We so often read of our master being moved with “compassion” such as in Mark 6 when he wanted 
to take his disciples to a quiet place that they might rest awhile. Mark 6:34 records that when Jesus 
went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had “compassion” on them because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. When our Lord saw their need he was moved to act and put to one side his 
need and that of his disciples. 

Here then is an exhortation we can take hold of. We must learn that when we see a brother or sister 
in need we should have this same compulsion to help them. It may be that due to our personal 
circumstances, perhaps because of isolation or health, we can’t physically do anything, but then 
neither could Jude and so he wrote to them. There are other examples such as Daniel who can only 
pray for his people because he is in captivity and Epaphras who we are told in Colossians 1:5: 
“taught the word of the truth of the gospel” and “laboured fervently for them in prayers” (Colossians 
4:12). 

The issue that Jude is addressing in this letter is that the brotherhood was being challenged by those 
who were seeking to undermine God’s salvation both as a result of immorality and of: “...denying the 
only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ” (v4). Sadly Jude is able to go back over Israel’s history as 
well and demonstrate that the nation often failed to hold fast to their hope of salvation. 

The first example Jude gives is of Israel having been called out of the darkness of Egypt. Having 
witnessed and experienced the wonder of God’s power and His love for them, the Lord: “...afterward 
destroyed them that believed not” (v5). In Psalm 106:24-25, it is recorded that they: “...despised the 
pleasant land; they believed not his word: but murmured in their tents, and hearkened not unto the 
voice of the Lord”. As a result the hand that had been extended to them for salvation was now lifted 
up against them to: “make them fall in the wilderness” (v26 (RV margin)). The apostle in Hebrews 4:2 
draws out the lesson for us saying that: “...the word preached did not profit them not being mixed 
with faith in them that heard it” and that because of this: “...they entered not in because of unbelief” 
(Hebrews 4:6). But in v9 the apostle gives us a positive message saying that: “There remaineth a 
(Sabbath) rest to the people of God”, consequently: “let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, 
lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief” (Hebrews 4:11). 

Back in Jude v11, we are reminded of Cain. Within just one generation man had become completely 
Godless. We see a physical and spiritual wanderer moving ever further away from God. The way of 
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Cain is taken by those men and women who go away from God, those who lack faith in the promises 
and God’s ability to provide salvation. The further they go, the more they are totally in the grip of 
sin, unable to resist it, and this is the risk that Jude recognised. If we start to move away from our 
“common salvation”, then slowly but surely we move away from fellowship with our Father and His 
beloved son our Lord Jesus. 

In the same verse Jude gives the warning of Balaam. When Israel camped at Shittim (Numbers 25), 
they were only seven miles from the Promised Land. The time of their wilderness journey was nearly 
at an end. But when the daughters of Moab came into the camp (at the instigation of Balaam 
Numbers 31:16), Israel were seduced and over 20,000 perished as a consequence. We live in the last 
days of the kingdom of men, let us not be seduced by the world and forsake our inheritance. 

To offer positive help, Jude in v20 exhorts his beloved to: “build up yourselves on your most holy 
faith”. Paul uses the same expression in his letter to the Colossians when he refers to those: “who 
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ” (Colossians 2:8). In Colossians 2:7 Paul reminds them that they were: 
“rooted and built up” in Jesus. So whilst we have the Lord as our shared foundation we all have the 
obligation to build on that foundation, and as Paul goes onto say in v7 to be:“...stablished in the faith 
as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.”  

Finally, Jude builds them up by reminding them in v24, 25, that “God our Saviour” is able (despite all 
the external challenges to their faith): “...to keep you (RV ‘guard’) from falling and to present you 
faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy”. Peter in 1 Peter 1:5 says that we are: 
“...kept (RV guarded) by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time” and in 1 Peter 3:12 Peter, whilst exhorting us as to the way we demonstrate our love to 
our brethren and sisters, comforts us with the assurance that, irrespective of the challenges we face 
in our walk to the kingdom and that time of exceeding joy: “...the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous and his ears are open unto their prayers”. So may we be always mindful of His comforting 
presence, be faithful to our calling, preserve and defend our “common salvation” and look forward 
to the promised “rest” of the kingdom. 

Finally, as we now come to the breaking of bread and the cup of the new covenant, we remember 
the wonderful comforting words of Paul back in Hebrews 4 where, having reminded us of the 
Sabbath rest that awaits us, also reminds us that although v13: “all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do”, that v15, 16: 

“...we have a great high priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
fast our profession. For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 
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