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Readings: Nehemiah 10, Amos 2, 1 Timothy 4, 5 

Amos, the Herdman of Tekoa 

Each of our readings at the present time is set during a time of difficulty for the people of God. Amos 
would warn that God would send the people of Israel (the Northern tribes): “into captivity beyond 
Damascus” because they disobeyed Him (Amos 5:27 AV). They did not repent, so they were soon 
taken to Assyria. Amos also warned the people of the Southern tribes that they would suffer: “a fire 
upon Judah that would devour the palaces of Jerusalem” (Amos 2:5). That also happened, about 140 
years later, and most of the people of Judah were taken as captives to Babylon. This may seem a 
gloomy start to an exhortation, but not really. It reassures us that what the Bible says is true and we 
can trust its teaching completely. And, just as Amos had prophesied that Jerusalem would be burnt 
down, so did Jeremiah prophecy that: “...this whole land shall be a desolation and... shall serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years” (Jeremiah 25:11). This came true also, and then the Jews were 
allowed to return in joy and to start rebuilding.  

When problems arise involving others, it is of course important to say and do what we can to help 
them. This may involve a degree of criticism. Unfortunately, noticing faults in others can make us 
feel better about ourselves. In fact we can define ourselves by comparison with others. So, behind 
that necessary desire to help, a danger awaits us all. We can think that because we can spot faults in 
others and what they do, that we must be fairly free of those faults ourselves. This, sadly, can lead to 
pride, which the LORD hates (see Psalm 101:5), and also to hypocrisy: “Thou therefore who teaches 
another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou 
steal?...Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God? 
(Romans 2:21, 23). 

So, we are here today, to look honestly at ourselves and say with the Apostle Paul: “O wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”. But then comes the glorious answer:  
“I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 7:24, 25). 

The people of God in Amos`s time had the same problem. To many of them, sins were bad things 
that other people did! Amos was a shepherd from Judah (Amos 1:1) who was sent northwards on a 
mission to Israel (Amos 7:10-17). Israel, we remember, had broken away from Judah about 60 years 
earlier. Reading from Amos 1:2 to 2:3 God said He would: “roar from Zion and utter His voice from 
Jerusalem”. The first place to suffer His anger would be: “the top of Carmel”, which is in the country 
of Israel, Judah`s rival neighbour (Amos 1:2). In these verses we see the Lord castigates the sins of 
the surrounding neighbours and it`s quite a catalogue: Damascus in Syria is condemned for its 
atrocities (Amos 1:3-5), Gaza on the seacoast, which had broken away from Judea`s rule (vs6-8), 
Tyre, which had been a close ally of David and Solomon but had later sided with Judah`s enemies 
(vs9, 10), Edom, the country of Jacob`s faithless brother Esau, which kept up the old rivalry (vs11, 
12), Ammon (vs13-15) and Moab (Amos 2:1-3), the descendants of Abraham`s nephew, guilty of 
heartless cruelties. 

But then, just when some of Judah`s self-satisfied people were perhaps enjoying this criticism of 
their troublesome neighbours, the Spirit of God turns on them (Amos 2:4, 5). They had received far 
greater benefits than their neighbours, but yet had not thanked God for them, and would therefore 
themselves suffer the destruction of Judah`s capital city, Jerusalem. That however would be more 
than a century later. God in His patience would send Isaiah and Jeremiah to finally appeal and 
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remonstrate with the people of Judah (Amos` fellow-countrymen), before disaster came to them 
from the Babylonians. In Amos` lifetime though, the threat was from Assyria, and from Amos 2:6 
onwards the prophet is sent to take the Almighty`s final appeal to the Northern kingdom, Israel.  

Amos appeals to His wayward people with language that can also help us to approach the Almighty 
with the: “...reverence and godly fear” to which we are exhorted in Hebrews 12:28. The day after 
tomorrow we will read : “For, lo, He that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and 
declareth unto man what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the 
high places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is His name” (Amos 4:13), and again in the 
following chapter : “Seek Him that maketh the Seven Stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of 
death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: Who calleth for the waters of the sea, 
and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name” (Amos 5:8). 

Sadly Amos` efforts failed to bring Israel to repentance. He pleaded with God to delay their 
punishment and give them more opportunities to repent (Amos 7:1-9), and God accepted his plea 
twice, but they would not change. 

 We also, in our very different lives, are being given many opportunities to repent from our own 
failures, but our Mediator is not a mortal prophet who himself fails and needs forgiveness, but the 
immortal Lord Jesus Himself. What a privilege! Let us not fail Him! 

About 100 years after Amos` ministry, a Jewish man named Nehemiah was working for the Persians 
who had conquered Babylon. His family had stayed in Babylon after their fellow-countrymen were 
allowed to go home, but other relatives of his had returned. In Nehemiah 1:2, 3 we read: “...Hanani, 
one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews that 
had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said unto me, The 
remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach: the 
wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire”. 

It was clear that the Jews who had returned so joyfully to Jerusalem needed more strength, and 
Nehemiah asks the Persian King`s permission to go to Judea and assist them. The Book of Nehemiah 
is the record of his efforts to do that, and how he worked with Ezra who had returned earlier. 

As we read through Nehemiah’s record we see that he faced both triumphs and disappointments, 
but he never stopped trying. His faith sustained him and he ends his book with this lovely short 

prayer: “Remember me, O my God, for good” (Nehemiah 13:31). 

Like Amos and like Nehemiah, we also should be willing to do what we can to help others with their 
problems in whatever way we can and best of all to show in our own lives the way to the Kingdom of 
God. In Paul’s epistles to Timothy we read how Paul encourages Timothy to strengthen his brothers 
and sisters in the difficulties they would face after Paul`s death. Let us make that our main aim too, 
in these dangerous times before our Lord returns, and rejoice that we have a merciful heavenly 
Father who desires to grant us a place in His Kingdom. If we do, then in the mercy of God there will 
be laid up for us also that wonderful “crown of righteousness” promised to Paul and to Timothy. 

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing” (2 
Timothy 4:8). 

Let us come and remember the sacrifice of Lord Jesus Christ through bread and wine, and consider 
the one, who provided Amos, Nehemiah Timothy and Paul, as well as us, with this wonderful 
promise made to all those who love his appearing. 

“The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Grace be with you. Amen” (2 Timothy 4:22) 
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