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On the Way to Salvation 

Unfortunately, although we have put on Christ and have chosen to walk the road to salvation that is 
offered through the Lord Jesus, we are still only human and because of that we often find ourselves 
drifting off course and following the path that the world follows. I believe this human attitude to 
which we are susceptible is found in our reading today in Esther: 

“...when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, that he stood not up, nor moved for him, he was 
full of indignation against Mordecai. Nevertheless Haman refrained himself: and when he came 
home, he sent and called for his friends, and Zeresh his wife. And Haman told them of the glory of 
his riches, and the multitude of his children, and all the things wherein the king had promoted him, 
and how he had advanced him above the princes and servants of the king” (Esther 5:9-11 AV). 

It is plain that what drove Haman was the honour that the King bestowed upon him and his great 
wealth. He was at his happiest when his exalted position and great wealth was obvious to those 
around him; in fact we are told he boasted of it to those around him. This self-importance is 
illustrated in the next chapter: 

“So Haman came in. And the king said unto him, what shall be done unto the man whom the king 
delighteth to honour? Now Haman thought in his heart, to whom would the king delight to do 
honour more than to myself? And Haman answered the king, For the man whom the king 
delighteth to honour; let the royal apparel be brought which the king uses to wear, and the horse 
that the king rideth upon, and the crown royal which is set upon his head: And let this apparel and 
horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king's most noble princes, that they may array the 
man withal whom the king delighteth to honour, and bring him on horseback through the street of 
the city, and proclaim before him, Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king deligheth to 
honour (Esther 6:6-9). 

Haman could only think of one man who deserved such honour and that was himself and you can 
imagine his horror when he found out that the man who was to be honoured was “Mordecai the 
Jew” (Esther 6:10). 

This little picture of court life can teach us so much. Firstly it’s highly likely that we, at times enjoy 
the respect and wealth that this world offers us. Sometimes this attitude may even take precedent 
over our Christian ideals. Perhaps at times we let our own self-importance control our actions and 
thoughts. If we then move on to the second incident, it becomes clear that Haman’s ego was what 
drove him and led him to believe that only he could possibly be worthy of receiving such honours. Do 
we sometimes allow our egos to take over from the humility each one of us is required to show if we 
are true followers of Christ? We find out in the next chapter the result of Haman’s attitude and 
actions, when Esther reveals his actions to the King: 

“And Esther said, the adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid before 
the king and the queen” (Esther 7:6). 

So, Haman paid the ultimate price of all sinners, and ironically, he died hung on the very gallows he 
had intended for Mordecai. It’s not difficult for us to see the lessons we can learn from this short 
story in the Bible. Our lives need to reflect, that all the wealth and glory attained in this life are of 
little significance as there is no hope for those who put their faith in the things of this world. We 
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need to adopt the humility of the Lord Jesus and reflect that in our daily lives, otherwise we can be 
lead away from salvation and toward certain death without hope. 

So as we come together to remember the sacrifice that was made on our behalf we notice how 
different Jesus’ attitude was to that of Haman’s. He subjected his entire life to doing his Father’s will 
and in so doing rejected all the temptations of this world. What a contrast to what we read in Esther. 
So as we reflect on our own behaviour, we need to make the right choice and model our lives on that 
of Jesus rather than fall into the human ways and temptations of this world as did Haman. 

Before taking the emblems let’s take a look at the Hebrews reading for today: 

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the worlds: who being the brightness of his glory, and the express 
image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself 
purged our sins, sat down on the hand of the Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:1-3). 

The Lord we follow is awesome, he is heir of all things, he is the radiance of God’s glory, and has 
provided purifications for sins, and as we remember him today, he is sitting at the right hand of God. 
We need to realise, that by his selflessness and humility we can break bread and drink wine in close 
fellowship, not just with one another, but also in the company of this great and powerful being who 
made our salvation possible through his death. 

In these last days God has spoken to each of us through His son and it is that which brings us 
together in these testing times when the whole of mankind seems to be blindly stumbling about 
looking for hope in a hopeless world: “And deliver(s) them, who through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage” (Hebrews 2:15). 

Jesus’ sacrifice brings each of us freedom from the bondage of our sins, freedom to be participants in 
the Kingdom. We come together (If we are able) in order to remember, through the bread and wine, 
the atoning work of the Lord Jesus brought about through his death. This is why we need to remind 
ourselves that left to our own devices we will drift back into our former lives and be just like Haman, 
interested only in ourselves with no humility of spirit. 

In this sacrifice we see the rejection by Jesus of man’s standards and his acceptance of God’s and at 
the same time displaying humility that allowed us to be redeemed. It’s not always easy as we face 
everyday life to remember the model we have in Jesus; as the writer to the Hebrews reminds us: 

“Therefore, we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at 
anytime we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation” (Heb 2:1-3). 

So let’s each of us, as we break bread, determine to be more attentive to our calling and less 
tempted by the world around us so that during the coming days and weeks, if the Lord delays his 
return, we may not drift away but remain true and faithful so we can look forward to the day when 
we will hear the words: “well done thou good and faithful servant ...enter though into the joy of thy 
lord” (Matthew 25:21). 
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