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The New Creation 

In our Matthew 12 reading for today we find Jesus, yet again, in conflict with the Jewish religious 
leaders. Jesus with his disciples had walked through a field of corn and they had rubbed the ears 
between their hands and eaten the grain. The Pharisees observed this and castigated them for 
breaking the sabbath, indeed, they were accused of threshing! Next, Jesus entered into the 
synagogue where there was a man with a withered hand (clearly planted there by the opposition) 
with the question: “Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath day?” A question put to Jesus: “that they might 
accuse him” (Matthew 12:10 AV). Jesus heals the man, and his detractors: “…went out and took 
council how they might destroy him” (Matthew 12:14). Jesus, of course, knew exactly what was 
afoot and the text tells us: “that he withdrew himself” (v15). This is followed by a remarkable 
quotation from Isaiah 42: 

“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Behold my servant, 
whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and 
he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his 
voice in the streets. A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he 
send forth judgment unto victory. And in his name shall the Gentiles trust” (Matthew 12:17-21). 

Had Jesus so chosen, he could have demolished his detractors with ease, an approach which would 
no doubt have inflamed the opposition even more. But the mission of Jesus was to seek, in this 
spiritually barren landscape of Israel, those humble men and women who were receptive to his 
message. So as Isaiah says: “He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice in the 
streets. A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench”. 

The mission of Jesus was not to engage in a verbal fight with the opposition, this would come later, 
but rather to manifest the patience and long-suffering that had been the hallmark of His Father’s 
dealings with Israel in former times. Such patience is shown in the figures of speech used here: “the 
bruised reed and the smoking flax”, figures which are Biblical in origin and take us to the Holy Place 
of the Temple and to the seven branched lamp-stand with its tubes, possibly made of the hollow 
stems of reeds. If these tubes became bruised the oil would cease to flow and the light would go out. 
If the wicks were not trimmed the light would not burn cleanly, but would smoke and be dim. Here is 
a picture of the low spiritual condition of the nation of Israel, and in his ministry, Jesus set about the 
task of unblocking the bruised reed and trimming the smoking wick, that the light of the gospel 
might reach the darkest corners of Israel. 

Thus, in the life and ministry of Jesus, the purpose of God, which was centred in His Son, was being 
revealed not only firstly to Jews, but also to Gentiles. 

Isaiah says: “till he send forth judgment unto victory. And in his name shall the Gentiles trust”. Here is 
outlined the ultimate aim of the purpose of God in Christ which is the bringing into being of a New 
Creation which can only come about by the victory of Christ over sin and death. A return to Isaiah 42 
is helpful here: 

“Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread 
forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, 
and spirit to them that walk therein: I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold 



 

thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the 
Gentiles; To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in 
darkness out of the prison house. I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praise to graven images. Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new 
things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them” (Isaiah 42:5-9). 

In verse 9 of this passage we read: “Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I 
declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them”. These “former things” are the things of the Old 
Covenant, the Mosaic Law, and the “new things” is a reference to the New Covenant in Christ. Two 
further passages from Isaiah are helpful: 

“Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old” (Isaiah 43:18). 

“Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is 
none like me” (Isaiah 46:9). 

Thus the former things are also described as the “things of old”, an expression always used of the 
Mosaic Covenant, and whilst Isaiah 42:9 appears to speak of the literal creation, we are in fact being 
introduced to the idea that the literal creation is a parable of the creation of Israel as the people of 
God at Sinai in the “days of old” (See Isaiah 63:9 and many more). In other words, Israel is spoken of 
as a divine creation (a theme clearly present throughout Isaiah). The “new things” spoken of here, in 
contrast to the “former things”, are the things of a New Creation; the New Heavens and New Earth 
of 2 Peter 3:13. But how is this New Creation, the “new things” of Isaiah 42:9, to come into being? 
Well, see what Isaiah 42:6, 7 says: 

“I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and 
give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; To open the blind eyes, to bring 
out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house”. 

So, the one called in righteousness, was to be given for a covenant of the people, a reference to the 
means whereby the New Covenant would be brought into being. And by the light of this New 
Covenant the darkness of Gentile superstition would be dispelled. Jesus, through the enacted 
parables of his healing ministry would demonstrate that spiritual blindness would be dispelled and 
men and women, both Jew and Gentile, would be rescued from the prison house of sin and death. 

Those who so vehemently opposed the teaching of the Son of God during his ministry who claimed 
they had sight, but who were totally blind, and who continued after His death and resurrection to 
persecute His embryonic ecclesia, would perish with the passing of the “former things”. But the 
purpose of God in Christ continued, and we rejoice that by His life and sacrifice (something that we 
remember now), we can share in the blessings of the New Covenant, and ultimately become part of 
a New Creation. 

“For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, 
nor come into mind. But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I 
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy” (Isaiah 65:17). 
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