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The Lamb of God 

Revelation is familiar to us as being a book of sign and symbol and chapter 14 presents to us a 
glorious picture of a Lamb standing upon Mt Zion surrounded by one hundred and forty-four 
thousand individuals who have received the Father’s name on their foreheads. We can see in symbol 
the Lord Jesus Christ in his glory after his return to the earth, as he is surrounded by the saints. 

But in this chapter we also have described for us another group of individuals who are similarly 
marked on the forehead (and on the hand). These are not marked with the Father’s name but rather 
with the mark of the beast and his image (v9), and their end is destruction (v10). 

As brothers and sisters in Christ, it is quite clear which group of individuals we are being encouraged 
to be a part of. The characteristics of the one hundred and forty-four thousand who surround the 
Lamb are outlined for us in vs4, 5. They are those who are undefiled with women (v4), they follow 
the Lamb wherever he goes (v4), and they are found free of deceit or falsehood (v5). 

When we take a good look at ourselves, our actions, our words, the thoughts and intents of our own 
hearts, can we really see ourselves in these descriptions? Have we followed the Lamb wherever he 
goes? Have we removed all traces of deceit from our hearts and mouths? The answer for all of us, if 
we are honest with ourselves, is a resounding no. 

So then, what has been done for these individuals who allow themselves to be described as being 
faultless before the throne of God? 

In Revelation 7 (which has strong ties to Revelation 14), a similar question is asked by one of the 
Elders when a great multitude is described who, in this chapter, stand before the throne and the 
Lamb, wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their hand. The rhetorical question is 
asked: “What are these which are arrayed in white robes? And whence came they?” (Revelation 
7:13). The reply comes back in v14: “These are they which came out of great tribulation and have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 

Therefore, those who are described as following or being associated with the Lamb in both of these 
chapters are those individuals who have benefited from the sacrifice of Christ. If we are still not sure 
who this refers to, the apostle Peter makes it clear in his epistle and therefore to us, that we/they 
are the ones who have: “...been...redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without 
blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:18, 19). 

It is then the blood of the Lamb and the sacrifice that he has made, which has the power to save us. 
It has the power to redeem us and it has the power to wash us clean of those things that Revelation 
14 describes (i.e. deceit and defilement). There is nothing that we can do to save ourselves. The 
blood of Christ has no mystical or magical properties yet still it transforms us. 

In the upper room after giving thanks for the wine and sharing it, Jesus told his disciples that the 
wine was representative of: “...my blood of the new testament (covenant), which is shed for many for 
the remission of sins” (Matthew 26:28). Through the blood of Jesus, we who were once afar off have 
been brought near (Ephesians 2:13). The shedding of Christ’s blood has brought us into a 
relationship with God which could not be achieved otherwise and for which we should be eternally 
thankful. 
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Perhaps, there are times when we take for granted what these themes and ideas mean because we 
are so familiar with the words. But for us to come to God and enter “the holiest”, it was necessary 
that “...a new and living way” was consecrated through the flesh of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 10:19, 20). 
It took the death of the sinless Son of God to open that way and all the pain and suffering that was 
associated with it. And all of this was done for us (as Paul tells us in Romans 5:10) whilst: “...we were 
(still) enemies of God.”  

The idea that God was willing and indeed purposed that his beloved son should be put to death (as 
our Passover Lamb) to redeem us from our sins, should make us pause and consider how we respond 
to that. Does thinking about these things still move us and inspire us to try to follow that example or 
have we become so familiar with this concept that it has no effect upon us any longer? When we 
take the emblems, do we still remember the fact that Christ had to give up his life willingly for each 
and every one of us? 

The whole of Jesus’ life was a sacrifice dedicated to his Father, not just the last few hours. Everything 
that he did was done with God in the forefront of his mind. Even the words which Jesus spoke were 
not his own as he makes clear in John 12:49, 50: “I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which 
sent me, He gave me a commandment, what I should say and what I should speak….., whatsoever I 
speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak”. So the apostle Peter, when writing his 
first epistle could state that Christ left: “us an example, that ye should follow his steps: who did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth” (1 Peter 2:21, 22). In Revelation 14, the Lamb was 
followed by the one hundred and forty-four thousand who, in their mouth was found no deceit, but 
it was the Lamb who was firstborn among many brethren both in suffering and in example. It was 
only through Jesus’ sacrifice that his brothers and sisters could be found faultless before the throne 
of God.  

Whilst we will never be able to live up to the example of our Lord, do our words mirror the things 
that Jesus did and said during his life? Are our words the words of God as Christ’s were? And, even if 
the right things are coming out of our mouths do the thoughts behind our words match up? Are we 
perhaps saying one thing and thinking the direct opposite?  

The one hundred and forty-four thousand individuals in Revelation 14 have mouths which utter no 
deceit; instead the words which do come from the multitude are the words of a new song which no 
others could learn (v3). Are we preparing our minds and training our mouths now to be ready to 
learn this new song and to be ready for our Lord when he returns to set up his Kingdom?  

As we share the emblems, let us imagine this scene in our minds. We have the Lamb before us; not a 
living skipping Lamb that we might see in fields around us, but, as Revelation 5:6 describes for us, a 
Lamb: “...as it had been slain” (the Greek word “slain” means butchered or prepared for ritual 
sacrifice). Just remember, that without that sacrifice we would be without hope and without God in 
the world. 

Brother Matt Padgett: Birmingham (Hall Green) UK   27.12.20 


